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Babli, what exactly is a romance 
scam?

Babli explains:

A romance scam happens when 
someone builds a fake or deceptive 
relationship to gain your trust and 
eventually get money, financial 
information, or another benefit from 
you. The relationship may feel genuine 
because the scammer can spend weeks 
or months building an emotional 
connection.

BABLI'S ACTION: Treat requests for 
money separately from feelings of 
trust.
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What are the first warning signs I 
should notice?

Babli explains:

Be cautious when someone becomes 
intensely affectionate very quickly, 
tells dramatic personal stories, or 
pushes for a serious relationship 
before you really know them. No single 
behavior proves a scam, but several 
unusual signs together deserve 
attention.

BABLI'S ACTION: Slow down 
relationships that move unusually fast.
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What if they always have a reason 
they can't meet me?

Babli explains:

Repeated excuses can be a warning 
sign, especially when someone 
continually avoids meeting or live 
interaction while claiming a serious 
relationship. Scammers may create 
believable explanations involving work, 
travel, emergencies, or distance.

BABLI'S ACTION: Pay attention to 
repeated avoidance and changing 
excuses.
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Can their photos help me know 
whether they're real?

Babli explains:

Photos alone are not proof of identity 
because pictures can be stolen, 
altered, or generated. If you suspect 
deception, a reverse-image search may 
sometimes reveal that a photo appears 
under another name or on unrelated 
websites.

BABLI'S ACTION: Don't treat 
attractive photos as identity 
verification.
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When does money usually enter the 
conversation?

Babli explains:

Often after trust has developed. The 
person may describe an emergency, 
travel problem, medical expense, 
business difficulty, or another reason 
they urgently need help.

BABLI'S ACTION: Treat unexpected 
money requests as a major warning 
sign.
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What if they promise to pay me 
back?

Babli explains:

A promise does not make the request 
safe. Be especially cautious if someone 
you have never met asks you to send 
money, cryptocurrency, gift cards, or 
other difficult-to-recover payments.

BABLI'S ACTION: Don't send money 
based only on an online relationship or 
promise.
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What if they want to send money 
to me instead?

Babli explains:

That can also be risky. Someone may 
ask you to receive money, move funds, 
deposit a check, open an account, or 
forward a package. You could become 
involved in fraud or lose your own 
money.

BABLI'S ACTION: Never move money 
or packages for an online romantic 
interest you cannot verify.
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What if I'm emotionally involved 
and I'm not sure what to believe?

Babli explains:

Step outside the relationship for a 
moment and talk to someone you trust. 
A friend or family member who is not 
emotionally involved may notice 
inconsistencies or warning signs more 
easily.

BABLI'S ACTION: Get an 
independent opinion before sending 
anything valuable.
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What if the person asks for private 
photos or personal information?

Babli explains:

Be careful. Intimate images and 
sensitive information can be misused 
for impersonation, fraud, harassment, 
or blackmail. Never let threats or 
embarrassment pressure you into 
sending money.

BABLI'S ACTION: Protect intimate 
images, passwords, financial details, 
and identity information.
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What should I do if I realize I 
may have been scammed?

Babli explains:

Stop sending money and preserve 
messages, payment records, 
usernames, and other evidence. 
Contact the payment provider or 
financial institution involved as quickly 
as possible and report the account to 
the platform. Follow the official 
fraud-reporting process where you 
live.

BABLI'S ACTION: Stop, save the 
evidence, contact your financial 
provider, and report the scam.
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- Watch for someone who:

- Pushes the relationship unusually 
fast.

- Repeatedly avoids meeting or live 
verification.

- Has stories or details that do not 
add up.

- Eventually asks for money or 
financial help.

- Requests gift cards, 
cryptocurrency, or unusual payments.

- Wants you to receive or transfer 
money for them.

- Pressures you to keep the 
relationship or payments secret.
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Remember

A relationship should not require you to 
ignore financial warning signs. If an online 

romance turns into requests for money, slow 
down and verify who you are dealing with.
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